CYCIe » DECEMBER / JANUARY 2013-2014

THE MAGAZINE OF THE CYCLISTS’ TOURING CLUB

CTC, Parklands,
Railton Road,
Guildford, GU2 9JX
E: cycling@ctc.org.uk
W: ctc.org.uk

T: 0844 736 8450
(national office)
0844 736 8451
(membership dept)

0844 numbers are ‘basic
rate’ not premium rate.

Cycle promotes the work
of CTC. Cycle’s circulation is
approx. 51,000. CTC is one
of the UK’s largest cycling
membership organisations,
with 67,000 members

and affiliates

CTC Patron:

Her Majesty the Queen
President:

Jon Snow

CTC Council Chair:
David Cox

Chief Executive:
Gordon Seabright

Cyclists' Touring Club

(CTC) a Company Limited
by Guarantee, registered

in England No 25185,
registered as a charity in
England and Wales Charity
No 1147607 and in Scotland
No SC042541.

Registered office: Parklands,
Railton Road, Guildford,
GU2 9JX.

Cycle Magazine

Editor: Dan Joyce

e: editor@ctc.orguk
Designers:

Nicky Gotobed,

Simon Goddard
Advertising:

Anna Vassallo

tel: 020 7079 9365

e: annav@jppublishing.co.uk

Creative Director:
James Houston

Publisher:
James Pembroke

Cycle is published six

times per year on behalf of
CTC by James Pembroke
Publishing, 90 Walcot Street,
Bath, BA1 5BG. Tel: 01225
337777. Cycle is copyright
CTC, James Pembroke
Publishing and individual
contributors. Reproduction
in whole or in part without
permission from CTC and
James Pembroke Publishing
is forbidden. Views
expressed in the magazine
are those of the individual
contributors and do not
necessarily reflect those of
the editor or the policies of
CTC. Advertising bookings
are subject to availability,
the terms and conditions of
James Pembroke Publishing,
and final approval by CTC.
Printed by

Precision Colour Printing
Haldane, Halesfield 1
Telford, TF7 4QQ.

Tel: 01952 585585

Cover: Cyclists on the Top
of the World Highway in
North America.

By Steve Fabes

Paper from
ble sources

FSC* C00B81861
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THE EDITOR

CYCLE TOURING doesn’t end
where the tarmac stops. There
are cyclists for whom touring
means 32mm tyres, panniers
and quiet lanes only, and some
of them might write off rough-
stuff cyclists or mountain bikers
as ‘not tourers’, irrespective of
luggage carried and journeys
made. Some mountain bikers
(and some bike manufacturers!)
might even agree. They’re not
into ‘boring old touring’ but
bivvy biking or adventure
cycling or something else that
sounds new and dynamic.

Most cyclists, I think, can see
that riding in the countryside —
for no other reason than to
enjoy it, and carrying enough
luggage to stay away from home
overnight or longer — is
fundamentally the same
whatever’s under your wheels
and whatever name you want to
give it.

Different cyclists will
prioritise different aspects of
their adventure cycling, leading
to different choices in bikes and
equipment. The pioneers of
cycle touring, however, didn’t
have these options and didn't
make the fine distinctions we
might make now.

Look at the bikepacking
feature on page 42. Now look at
the touring feature following it:
two CTC members fording rivers
and riding on unsurfaced roads,
on bikes with frame-bags and
luggage rolls attached to the
handlebars — in the 1890s.

The more it changes, the more
it stays the same.
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